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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Application No. 10/632120 filed on 7/31/2003 has been examined. In this Office 
Action, claims 1-25 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 4/7/2003, 6/30/2003 
and 1 1/31/2003 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 and have been 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 5 and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: The claim 
has typo errors on line 2 "information about groups of of entities". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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5. Claims 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101, because none of the claims 
are directed to statutory subject matter. Independent claim 19 is directed to an article for 
manufacture comprising a computer readable medium all non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tabbara et al. (US Patent 6,460,043) hereinafter Tabbara. 

8. As per independent claims 1,19, Tabbara teaches method for querying data 
stored on a computer includes creating a dictionary of conceptual information and 
physical information about data (col. 3, lines 7-12). Tabbara teaches the claimed, 
receiving from an application a semantic request having a request name that 
semantically identifies a type of information sought by the request (Fig. 4c, col. 8, 
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lines 14-18, lines 24-26 and lines 32-34). Tabbara teaches the claimed, converting the 
received semantic request to a generic request having corresponding request 
parameters (Fig. 4c, col. 8, line 64 to col. 9, line 28). Tabbara teaches the claimed, 
transmitting the converted request to a data access system(Fig. 3, col. 6, lines 45-48). 
Tabbara teaches the claimed, receiving data from the data access system 
corresponding to the converted request (Fig. 3, 9, col. 1 1 , lines29-42). Tabbara teaches 
the claimed, providing the data to the application (Fig. 4A, col. 7, lines 23-28). 

9. As per dependent claims 2, 20, Tabbara teaches the claimed, typecasting the 
data received from the data access system before providing the data to the application 
(Fig. 9, col. 11, lines 29-42). 

10. As per dependent claims 3, 21, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the semantic 
request comprises a uniform resource identifier (Fig. 4b, col. 8, lines 4-10). 

11. As per dependent claims 4, 22, Tabbara teaches the claimed, creating an object 
for receiving and converting the semantic request, opening a database connection 
corresponding to the semantic request, and requesting properties of data corresponding 
to the semantic request, if a database connection has not previously been opened 
(Fig. 3, 5B, col. 8, lines 24-34). 
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12. As per dependent claims 5, 23, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the object is a 
group object configured to access information about groups of entities (Fig. 8B, col. 11, 
lines 1-4). 

13. As per dependent claims 6, 24, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the created object 
requests the properties of a resource corresponding to the converted request (col. 14, 
lines 32-35). 

14. As per dependent claims 7, 25, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the converted 
request comprises parameters corresponding to, but not present in, the semantic 
request (col. 14, lines 36-39). 

1 5. As per independent claim 8, Tabbara teaches method for querying data stored 
on a computer includes creating a dictionary of conceptual information and physical 
information about data (col. 3, lines 7-12). Tabbara teaches the claimed, identifying a 
generic data access command for communicating with a data access system (Fig. 3, 
col. 6, lines 37-42). Tabbara teaches the claimed, creating a semantic data access 
command that corresponds to the generic data access command (Fig. 4C, col. 8 
lines 1-26, and col. 17, lines 61-67). Tabbara teaches the claimed, and providing a 
semantic object configured to receive the semantic data access command from an 
application, and provide a corresponding generic data access command to a data 
access system (Fig. 5B, col. 8, lines 64-66). 
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16. As per dependent claim 9, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the semantic data 
access command comprises a uniform resource identifier(Fig. 4b, col. 8, lines 4-10). 

1 7. As per dependent claim 10, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the semantic object is 
configured to open a database connection corresponding to the semantic data access 
command and request properties of data corresponding to the semantic data access 
command, if a database connection has not previously been opened (Fig. 3, 5B, col. 8, 
lines 24-34). 

1 8. As per dependent claim 1 1 , Tabbara teaches the claimed, the generic data 
access command comprises parameters corresponding to, but not present in, the 
semantic data access command (col. 14, lines 36-39). 

19. As per independent claims 12, Tabbara teaches method for querying data stored 
on a computer includes creating a dictionary of conceptual information and physical 
information about data (col. 3, lines 7-12). Tabbara teaches the claimed, a plurality of 
user applications configured to receive requests from, and present data to, one or more 
users of the system; a semantic object that is accessible by one or more of the user 
applications using a name that semantically suggests the action to be performed by the 
semantic object, the semantic object producing in response to a request from the one or 
more user applications, a generic data request having one or more parameters that 
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convey information relating to the request; and a repository system that receives the 
generic data request and responds to the semantic object with data corresponding to 
the request. This claim is rejected under the same rationale as the claim 8. 

20. The system of claim 13, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the semantic object type 
casts the data corresponding to the request to the user application (Fig. 9, col. 1 1 , 
lines 29-42). 

21 . The system of claim 14, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the semantic object type 
casts the data corresponding to the request before passing the data to the user 
application (Fig. 9, col. 11, lines 29-42). 

22. The system of claim 15, Tabbara teaches the claimed, a semantic object provider 
configured to give access to prepared semantic objects in response to a request from a 
user application (Fig. 3, col. 6, lines 38-41). 

23. The system of claim 16, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the semantic object 
provider accepts additional semantic objects after the system has been established 
(Fig. 3, col. 6, lines 38-41). 
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24. The system of claim 17, Tabbara teaches the claimed, the semantic object 
provider is configured to access semantic objects over a remote communication link 
(Fig. 2, col. 5, lines 54-67). 

25. The system of claim 18, Tabbara teaches the claimed, a portal that provides 
access to the user applications (Fig. 2, col. 6, lines 7-1 1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sathyanarayan Pannala whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-41 15. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sathyanarayan Pannala 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2164 

srp 

February 6, 2006 



